
Phonics and Reading 
information session 

Thursday 8th October 2026

Led by Mrs Baker and Miss Borbas 



The aims of this information session 
Phonics: what we will teach, how we teach it and how to support at home (not just 
for their year group but for the stage they are at with their learning)

Reading: what we teach and why, how we teach it and how you can support at home 

 



At Oakfield we follow 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
Systematic Synthetic Phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle is progressive 
and each Phase builds on 
the previous. 

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



EYFS Phonics 



Phase 2
These are the first group of letters and sounds your child will 
learn.  This starts in EYFS: Autumn term

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/f
or-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach 
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The importance of saying the sounds correctly 

Little Wandle has video clips to 
demonstrate correct pronunciation of all 
the sounds.  
This then allows children to sound out 
words and blend the sounds together. 

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/
for-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach 
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• Teacher-led blending is taught 
throughout our Phonics lessons.

• Our aim to is to teach every child 
to blend to read. 

We teach blending so your child learns to read

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/f
or-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach 
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• These words have unusual 
spellings e.g. he, the, was.

• They are taught in a systematic 
way.

• Children start with learning to 
read the Phase 2 tricky words: is, 
I, the, put, pull, full, as, and, has, 
his, her, go, no, to, into, she, 
push, he, of, we, me, be.

Tricky words

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for
-parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach 
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In Phase 3 children learn:

• the vowel digraphs and trigraphs e.g. ai, ee, igh

• to read words containing the Phase 3 digraphs 
and trigraphs e.g. chain 

• to read longer words (‘chunking’) e.g. lightning

•                                                      

Phase 3
This will start in EYFS Spring term 



Phase 3 sounds

Graphical user interface

Description automatically generated

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/#tabnametabSupportForPhonics 

https://youtu.be/DvOuc7cWXxc
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• During Phase 2 we taught your 
child to blend using the teacher-
led blending approach.

• Moving forward, we will start to 
encourage them to blend 
independently.

• Children are taught to spot the 
digraph/trigraph in words first.

Developing independence: Reading words 
with vowel digraphs/trigraphs



Phase 3 tricky words



Resources to help children remember what 
they have learnt

 

 

 

 



Year 1 Phonics 



Phase 4 is consolidation with no new sounds or words. 

Phase 5 sounds is the start of year 1 

In Phase 5 children learn:
new graphemes for the sounds they already know
that the same grapheme can have alternative 
pronunciations.
The ‘Grow the code’ lessons support children with 
reading and spelling these alternative spellings.

A parents guide on pronunciation
of the Phase 5 sounds

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/#tabnametabSupportForPhonics    
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Children will be encouraged to:

• blend independently

• blend in their heads with 
increasing fluency and confidence.

They will also begin to distinguish 
between different 
phonemes/graphemes.

Reading words within Phase 5 



DfE Statutory Assessment: 
Phonics Screening Check

(June)



What is the Phonics Screening Check? - DfE 
statutory assessment

• It is a quick check of your child’s phonics 
knowledge. (1:1) 

• It is not designed to create any stress or anxiety 
for your child.

• It assesses decoding skills using Phonics.

• It consists of 40 words (20 real words, 
20 ‘alien words’).

If children do not achieve the required score in Year 
1, they will retake the screening at the end of Year 
2.  Scores are included in our end of year reports to 
parents.  

Throughout the year, the children will see 
practice words for the Phonics Screening Check. 



• The Phonics Screening Check will contain 20 ‘alien words’.

• The children will be familiar with alien words.

• Alien words assess children’s decoding skills and are used in lessons for the purpose 
of preparing for the Phonics Screening Check only. 

• Children cannot read these words by using their memory or known vocabulary, so 
they have to use their decoding skills. This is a fair way to assess their ability to 
decode.

• The Phonics Screening Check will be administered in June.

‘Alien words’

https://www.littlewandle.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/#tabnametabHowWeTeach 
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Year 2 Phonics 



Year 2 includes a Phase 5 review for the Autumn term. 

During this, the children will recap previously learnt 
sounds and tricky words to consolidate their learning. 

Children who did not pass the Phonics screening check 
will be supported to develop their Phonics skills 
including sound recognition, blending and segmenting. 

Year 2 includes the transition into reading lessons 

Year 2 – Phonics 



Reading and Spelling



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



Spelling 

• Your child will be taught how to spell simple words, using the graphemes 
they have been taught.

• They will practise the correct formation of letters. They will also have 
handwriting lessons.   



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

How do we teach spelling?



Reading practice sessions are:

• Timetabled three times a week

• Taught by a trained 
teacher/teaching assistant

• Taught in small groups

How do we practise reading in books?



How do we find the right book for your child?



Reading at home



Books coming home – Phonics books and 
library books



• Your child should be able to read 
their book without your help.

• They might sound out words and 
blend them before they read them 
fluently.

• If they can’t read a word, read it to 
them.

• Talk about the book and celebrate 
their success.

Listening to your child read their phonics book



Wordless books are invaluable as they teach 
reading behaviours and early reading skills to 
children who are not blending – yet!

• Talk about the pictures.

• Point to the images in the circles and find 
them on the page.

• Encourage your child to make links from the 
book to their experiences.

Reading a wordless books



The library book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language.

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary.

oMake up sentences together.

o Find different words to use.

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later, on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can do is read 
with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



The importance of reading 
•If a child is never read to they will have heard approximately 4,662 words by the time they are 5 
years old.

• If a child is read to 1-2 times per week, they will have heard approximately 63,570 words by the 
time they are 5 years old.

• If a child is read to 3-4 times per week, they will have heard approximately 169,525 words by 
the time they are 5 years old. 

•If a child is read to daily, they will have heard approximately 296,660 words by the time they are 
5 years old. 

•If a child is read 5 books a day, they will have heard approximately 1,483,300 words by the time 
they are 5 years old.

Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher 
results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly.
PISA 2009 Results: Learning to Learn: Student Engagement, Strategies and Practices p. 32-4]

http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/48852630.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/pisa/pisaproducts/48852630.pdf


One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan



What does reading look 
like in KS2?



Reading rainbow
Children are taught to be 'reading detectives'.

There are three zones of reading.

Ideas of reading

Tools to understand 
the text

Techniques applied 
when reading



Weekly overview

This is a weekly overview of how 
reading is taught in KS2.

Children participate in two book talk 
sessions a week and three sessions of 
reading teaching.

These are 30 minutes long.



Book talk – 2 x weekly

•Approach where we read deeply 
through a lens 

•Construct comprehension 
answers through talk

•Answers are formal with high utility 
words 

•Introduces children to a range of 
high-quality texts 

•Increases reading for pleasure

•A chance to hear individual children 
read aloud



Reading Unit Plans  - Big picture 
•A 30-minute session with the 
purpose to bring metacognition 
into action

•Children can see inside the 
reader’s brain, and we make the 
reader’s brain highly visible for the 
children

•Children and teacher read a 
challenging text

•Through echo reading we model 
expressive reading and good 
prosody 

•Vocabulary is explained in context 

•Contextual clarification is 
highlighted throughout



Route thinking into two sections:

1. Summarise 

•Sift and sort crucial information

•Identify the main idea of the text

  2. Gather and discuss questions 

•We want children to understand 
that when they read, they are not 
left knowing all the answer.

•We want children to consider 
where their reading brain is at

•Questions also help promote a 
love of reading

Reading Unit Plans  - Big picture 



Reading Unit Plans  -Meaning making 
•Reading like a detective

•Children are re-engaged with the text 

•Want children to understand 
comprehension is a moment-by-
moment process

•What is important? What can I 
disregard? What bits connect?

•Work together to model what the 
reading brain is doing

•Our brain is making a map and 
connecting key information

•Children can make correlations, group 
information and see the connections



Reading Unit Plans  - Meaning making 

• Drawing a conclusion- 
what is your reading brain 
thinking now?



Reading Unit Plans- Comprehension 
•Modelling an 'I do'

•Collaboratively compose an 
answer- 'we do' 

•Points we want to include 

•Evidence from the text 

•Sentence stem

•High utility word 



Reading Unit Plans - Comprehension 

•Independently complete a 
'you do' – insight into how 
our children draw meaning

•Questions link to a lens 
encouraging children to 
always act as reading 
detectives 



How we support children make positive 
progress (Little Wandle Fluency)

-We want all children to have the secure phonic knowledge needed to be able to read. 
But being a fluent reader is so much more. We need to make teaching reading our 
priority so that every child can unlock all aspects of reading.

-Little Wandle Fluency teaches all aspects of reading using vibrant, diverse and 
engaging chapter books created by contemporary authors and illustrators. Each book 
has been carefully devised to support children as they progress in reading fluency 
through Years 2, 3 and beyond; making sure every child can become a confident, 
fluent and motivated reader.

-After initial assessments, if your child requires more support they are then added into 
our fluency programme. They read 4 times a week in a group focusing on fluency, 
prosody and comprehension. Similar to that of the Little Wandles Phonics scheme.  



Fluency lessons 
-Each Fluency lesson includes repeated reading and engaging activities to encourage your children to 
understand what they are reading and to be more fluent in applying their reading skills.

We use activities such as: 

• echo reading 

• rehearsed reading 

• emotion reading 

• marking up texts for reading with prosody

Little Wandle Fluency promotes comprehension through: 

•pre-read activities which support vocabulary 

• bonus materials throughout each book that give children more information about the world of the 
book to help them connect to it more 

• teaching prosody so that the way the text is spoken creates meaning 

• chatting about the book in a dialogic way that gives children time to think and connect to what they 
have read 

• clarifying any misconceptions



How can adults support at home? 
•Please read with your children- this can include you reading to them!

“If a child is read to daily, they will have heard approximately 296,660 words by the time they are 5 years old.” 

“Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in maths, 
vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly.”

•Golden ticket prizes

•Ask your child what book they have been reading for the week in class. 

Can they summarise what they have read to you? Can they tell you about the meaning they have made?

•Visit 100 books.

 This is a great way to encourage your children to read for pleasure and explore different genres. 

•Subtitles on the screen 



Thank you for coming 

Any questions? 
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