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The Aims for this information session:

Writing: What we teach, how writing is taught 
across the school, how to support at home

Spelling: What we teach, how spelling is taught 
across the school, how to support at home



A love of writing 

Writing at Oakfield is taught 
in an engaging way. This 

includes the use of picture 
books, video clips and 

chapter books.

Writing is a collaborative process. 
Children are not left unsure of 

what to write or missing the key 
vocabulary. We teach the writing 
process in a slow and explicit way 
to our children to ensure children 

feel able to write. 

Opportunities for 
independent writing is 
valued. Children can be 

creative and write their own 
pieces. 



Writing 
in school  

Writing: • Daily 1 hour writing lessons
• Opportunities for writing in foundation 

subjects 
• Handwriting lessons

Spelling: • Phonics lessons taught across KS1
• Spelling patterns explored in year 2
• Spelling lessons taught 3 times a week 

across KS2 



Writing lessons 

A writing lesson 
takes place each 
day. There are 
opportunities for 
children to be 
exposed to 
modelled writing 
as well as an 
application 
opportunity.

A sentence 
stacking lesson is a 
process that is not 
rushed, and 3 
quality sentence 
are produced by 
the end of the 
lesson.

Experience days 
are enriching 
memorable 
experiences to 
help support 
writing creatively. 
For non-fiction, 
these help provide 
children with the 
relevant 
information.

Independent writes provide the 
opportunity for children to 
showcase what they have learnt. 
This is where writing is assessed 
in greater detail by the teacher.



Writing Rainbow
• The zones of writing

Three Zones of Writing:

Ideas- Basics for a successful 
piece of writing

Tools- Grammar skills

Techniques Writing techniques to 
add impact 



EYFS Writing Rainbow

• The zones of writing

Three Zones of Writing:

Ideas- Basics for a successful 
piece of writing

Opportunities for talk. Build on 
language to produce writing

Structures of writing 

In the autumn term, children focus on:
•  Basic skills- letter formation 

• Writing from experiences 
• Learning the lenses 











Independent write  
Children have the opportunity to write 
with independence. 

Children will use the shared writing 
approach to plan their own narratives.

These writing pieces are often provided 
with a focus, but children can choose the 
lens focus.

.



Handwriting 

Handwriting lessons are taught 
regularly with the focus on letter 
formation, pre- cursive and 
cursive writing.

EFYS- Letter formation – print 

Year 1- Pre-cursive

Year 2- Pre-cursive to cursive 

Year 3-6- Cursive writing 

Handwriting is modelled and 
children are given time to practise 
their letter formation and joins. 



Spelling



“Spellings must be taught, not caught.”
Jane Considine

Author ofThe Spelling Books



• Year 2 children will be taught how to spell words 
every day using the graphemes they have been 
taught so far.

• They will practise writing a dictated sentence.
  
• Handwriting is referred to but is taught at other 

times of the day. 

Spelling- Bridge to spelling and Little Wandle (year 
2)



• Say the word.
• Segment the sounds.
• Count the sounds.
• Write them down.

How we teach spelling





KS2 Spelling



Week 1- Investigation

• Children are given a hypothesis. 

• They will investigate to see if they think it is true, 

false or sometimes true. 

Deep- Slow- 
Pattern 
Finding



Investigation
                   

21

“i before e except 
after c" only helps 
when the letters 

make an /ee/ sound. 
If they make another 
sound, don't use the 

rule.

Believe it or not?
Do you think this hypothesis is correct?

True False Sometimes



Interleaving and 
Practice

Week 1 - Go Grapheme Grafters
The first part children work as a class looking at 10 words, 
identifying the tricky parts, the spelling pattern and words that 
can be associated (e.g. edible and inedible ) .

The GGGS will be words with follow the national curriculum 
spelling pattern and common exception words. 

GGGs will be taught through phonemes, chunking (syllables) 
and sound association. 



Spell 
Check

• At the end of the two weeks, the 

children are read each word in a 

sentence and attempt to spell the words 

correctly.

• This is a progress check, not a test. It is 

up to us to shape the children’s attitude 

and approach to this activity. 

• small wins celebrated

• mistakes discussed as learning 

opportunities



SPELLING 
ACTIVITIES

 Week 2



Daily Fast Tasks

Monday- Quick!
Tuesday- Stick!
Wednesday- Flick!
Thursday- Tick!
Friday- Click!



Quick 10
Day 1 – organising sounds 
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“i before e except after c“ does help when the letters make an /ee/ 
sound. Sort the words into the correct table column. 

deceive receive conceive ancient

eight perceive their ceiling

vein conceit receipt foreign

deceit conscience ancient beige 

Makes the ‘ee’ 
sound 

Does not make 
the ‘ee’ sound



Flick 10
Day 3- silent letters from CEW

27

Write the spelling word. Use a standout colour to write the silent 
letter in. 

parliament environment government leisure

restaurant receipt thistle solemn

What other words can you think of with silent letters?





How 
can 
adults 
support 
at 
home? 

• Discussing new vocabulary with your children

• Encourage jotting ideas and having the 
opportunities to write their own ideas down. 
(Birthday cards, thank you notes, instructions, 
shopping lists)

• Notice interesting words. Notice how a 
sentence starts. Notice what makes a character 
or setting interesting. 

• Regular reading routine- reading for pleasure is 
proven to be one of the best ways to support 
your child in their writing. 

• Spelling- alphabet letters, hangman/house, 
boggle 



Any 
questions? 
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